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The following Diſcourſe, publiſhed, 
Gentlemen, in Obedience to Your Com- 
mands, is, with much Reſpect inſcri- 


bed, by 


"Your malt kumbls Servant 


W. SKINNER 


= - eren — 


_ 2 8 1 = 4 
* — — 2 af _— 4 4, J 
- bY 2 . * 2 4 6s 
- 4 — —. A 
' . OE 


ET: WES 


„ : men fe PT IE et RO CTT 
2 7 FA; +” > "OF "i q — 7 IA Ss | NAIR. — - + ** 8 : 5 
2 a 5 r ; N N ens 2 — - ENTS, ee Eo io... 
r * N - - TI 76 AM 4% * bes. — "2x . n - __ — = * I 5 al TIX Ss G 1 2 ot — 


2 


2 


— — - * r — 1 2 
| NE fd Ci * —— 0 * 
— G — 2 — — —— K — — — — 
4 2 p 
N 2 


— — 12 A 


st. Luxz VI, 36. 


Be Ye therefore merciful, as your Father 
alſo is merciful. 


N theſe Words is recommended to us a ve 
great and extenſive duty, from the higheſt 
of all examples, that of God himſelf. Our 
bleſſed Saviour is urging His diſciples to 

_ diſtinguiſh themſelves by higher degrees of cha- 

rity and benevolence than other men, and ſhew- 

ing that it was not enough for them 0 love and 
do good to ſuch as loved and did good to them, or to 
lend to them from whom they hoped to receive the 
like favor, but that they muſt /ove their enemies, 
and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again 
all which he inforces from the example of their 

Heavenly Father, who ig Rind (not to the grate- 

ful and obedient only, but alſo) 0 the unthankful 

and to the evil : be ye therefore merciful, ſaith he, 
as your Father alſo 1s merciful. 

By the mercy of God is often meant in holy 
ſcripture, as particularly in the paſſage before us, 
not merely his compaſſion and long: ſuffering, 
his pardoning and reprieving the ſinner, but his 
unbounded love, his univerſal, overtlowing good- 
neſs. An imitation of which our bleſſed Lord 


does 
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does here require from us. Whereby cannot 


poſſibly be meant any thing leſs than a general 
benevolence, and every reaſonable act of kind- 
neſs or charity, by which we may relieve, com- 


fort, or oblige our neighbour. 


It is very obvious, and almoſt needleſs to re- 


mark, that, as the mercy of God in it's utmoſt 


extent or excellence is not imitable by us, this 


command cannot be deſigned to be underſtood in 
the utmoſt ſtrictneſs of the letter; any more than 


thoſe other which injoin us 70 be perfect as God is 
Perfect, and boly as be is boly : by which, as we 
cannot be commanded to perform impoſſibilities, 
or attain to that which is not attainable, it is not 
meant that we muſt arrive at ſuch a perfection 
or holineſs as is fit to be named with that of Al- 
mighty God; but that we mult ſtrive to imitate 
his holineſs and perfection to as great a degree as 


the weakneſs of our nature will permit ; that we 


muſt reflect frequently upon them, and make 
the conſideration of them a powerful incentive 
to the exertion of our beſt, though weak, en- 
deavours ; following as well as we can the ſteps 
of our Heavenly Father, though with ever ſo un- 


equal a pace. So again, in the words which I 


have read to you, the merciful goodneſs of God 
is ſet before us as a pattern: to equal it in any 
ſenſe is impoſſible: but we may arrive at a ſmall, 


a diſtant hkeneſs. Awful as the diſtance is be- 
| tween him that made us and us his ſinful, un- 


worthy creatures, we mult not deſpair of bring- 
ing by degrees our conduct and diſpoſition in 
ſome meaſure to reſemble his. It is our duty to 

wes place 


1 

place the great original before our eyes, atten- 
tively to conſider it, and (which is all we can) 
to copy after it in little; though we cannot but 
be ſenſible that, after all our pains, the juſtneſs 
of proportion muſt greatly ſuffer, and the reſem- 

blance be extremely faint and imperfect. 
Keeping then in view the great example pro- 
poſed to us, I ſhall conſider the duty of being 
merciful or benevolent (as the words I have cho- 
ſen will naturally lead me to conſider it) as an 
imitation of the divine goodneſs, and a duty in- 
cumbent from the ſenſe of it. Whenever we 
conſider it in this light, it cannot fail but that 
many excellent leſſons and rules of conduct will 
be ſuggeſted to us. In what I am farther to ſay 


I ſhall endeavour to point out a few of the prin- 
cipal of them, and of theſe, 


I. In the firſt place, ſuch as are more general, 
and | OLA 


II. Secondly, ſuch as relate more particularly 
do the preſent ſolemn occaſion, 


I. Conſidered in a more general view, the 
example of the divine goodneſs teaches us to be 
compaſſionate, candid, forgiving, patient under 
wrongs and provocations, liberal, kindly affec- 
tioned, every thing in ſhort that is benevolent 
and friendly. x - 3» 

Nor are we hereby inſtructed only in our du- 
ty, but obliged and called upon to be diligent in 
the diſcharge of it. For though the brightneſs 
of ſuch an example might itſelf allure us, might 

| es provoke 
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5 provoke us to love and to good works, yet is not this 


the only conſideration to be attended to: the ob- 


| ligation hence ariſing is likewiſe very great; the 
obligation, I mean, which is laid upon us, by 


the love and goodneſs of God, to practiſe the du- 
ties of an univerſal benevolence, to be merciful 


to others from the ſenſe of His being ſo exceed- 


ingly merciful to Us. Freely we have received, 
and we ought to give freely; and to extend to 
others compaſſion, candor, long-ſuffering, and 
forgiveneſs, ſince we ſtand ſo much in need of, 


and preſume to expect them, ourſelves. Nothing 


can be more reaſonable than that they ſhould 
ſhew mercy, who have found, or hope for, mer- 


cy: nothing more juſt than that inference of the 


Apoſtle, * Beloved, if God fo loved us, wwe ought 
alſo to love one another. To Him we can make 
no return: He is far out of the reach of our 
good offices : nor is it poſſible that any thing we 
can do ſhould add to His all-perfe&t happineſs. 
What he expects is, that we ſhould love our 
brethren for His ſake, and ſhew our gratitude to 
Him by the moſt extenſive acts of beneficence to 
our fellow creatures. EPS it 
How infinitely are we all indebted to the love 


and goodneſs of God! How manifold are his 
mercies! O how great is the ſum of them! If 1 
ſhould attempt to declare them and ſpeak of them, 

they ſhould be more than I am able to expreſs. How 


odious then in the fight of ſo gracious a Being, 
of a God that delighteth in mercy, and is full of 
compaſſion, muſt that cruelty and want of bowels 

a 1 St. John iv. 11. 


5 


than mercy undeſerved? 


„ 

be, too often ſeen among us! Compaſſion for 
our infirmities and wants is ſufficient motive with 
our great Benefactor to ſuccour and relieve us, 
though himſelf incapable of weakneſs, want or 
pain: and ſhall We then ſteel our hearts, and 
behold with indifference the ſufferings and miſe- 
ries of our brethren, when liable ourſelves to e- 
very diſtreſs which they can poſſibly feel? What 

plea or excuſe is it that we would make for be- 
ing hard-hearted, rigid, or ſevere? We, to whom 
ſo much forbearance and gentleneſs are conti- 
nually indulged, whoſe daily bread, whoſe every 

breath we draw, depends upon no other tenure 
So far are we from being juſtified in any want 
of tenderneſs or concern for man who is our bro- 
ther, that even the brute creation, ſo much leſs 
related to us, have a right to be thus far conſi- 
dered, and plead a title to our pity and kind 
uſage. A part of our duty this, well worth our 
remembring, though too much neglected by us. 
Great as the diſparity may be between us and 
them, they are our fellow creatures ſtill. A right 
we have to their ſervice, and even, on proper 
occaſions, over their lives; but we have none to 


uſe them ill, or put them wantonly to pain. The 


Angel of the Lord, when his hand was lifted up 
to puniſh: the diſobedient Balaam was moved to 
compaſſion by the dumb eloquence of the beaſt 
he rode upon: wherefore, ſaith he, haſt thou 
ſmitten thine aſs theſe three times ? unleſs ſhe had 
turned from me, ſurely now I had ſlain thee, and 


a Numb, xxii. 32. 33. 


ſaved 


_ "Oy. 
ſaved her alive. A righteous Man, ſays the wiſe 
Solomon, regardeth the life of his beaſt. He will 
never think he has a right to deſpiſe every thing 
which is placed below him, or look upon the 
eaſe or the ſufferings of the inferior part of the 
creation as a matter of indifference, unworthy of 
his notice or concern. They who are of another 
mind, will not ſurely pretend that they are imi- 
tators of their Heavenly Father's goodneſs. He 
thinks them not below his care: His mercies are 
over all his works. He, though the King of 
kings, condeſcends to be the feeder of the raven, 
and extends his providential care to the ſparrow. 
When the wickedneſs of man had brought a 
flood upon the earth, we find him not only 
thinking upon his ſervant Noab, but remem- 
bring alſo every living thing and all the cattle that 
was with him in the ark, How graciouſly does 
he conſider what even the very cattle of the Ni- 
nevites muſt ſuffer, as one argument for withhold- 
ing his hand, and ſuſpending the deſtruction 
with which he had threatned their profligate ci- 
ty! * Should not I ſpare Nineveb, that great city, 
w wherein are more than ſixſcore thouſand perſons that 
cannot diſcern between: their right hand and their 
It, and alſo much cattle? © 
Theſe are but the minuter inſtances of His 
love, by whoſe ſtupendous goodneſs all nature 
ſubſiſts, and to which every thing that is owes 
it's being and preſervation. This is but tracing 
the ſmaller ſtreams from that fountain of hving 
waters, Yet ought not theſe to go unobſerved ; 


a Gen. vüi. 1. b Jonah iv. 11. 


nor 
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nor let them be obſerved in vain, Let us be fol- 

towers of God as dear children. Let it appear that 
ſo winning and inſtructive an example is not 
without it's proper force upon us. Let us remem- 
ber and be convinced that Man was made to feel 
for others as well as himſelf, and that every 
thing which has ſenſe has a title to compaſſion. 
Another leſſon we may learn from the great 
example here ſet before us, is a kind overlookin 
of faults and offenſes, a candid and favorable 
treatment of the {lips and miſcarriages of our bre- 
thren; nay and of thoſe more provoking and 
heinous zreſpaſſes which they at any time 7reſpaſs 
againſt us. Should God enter ſtrictly into judg- 


nent, no man living could be juſtified in his fight, 


Were he extreme to mark what is done amiſs, 
Where among us all is the man that would be 
able to abide it? From His tender mercy let Us 
alſo learn to be merciful. It ſhould be our care, 


always to think, and conſequently to ſpeak, as 
charitably and candidly as the matter will allow 


of. By treating thus favorably the conduct of 
our neighbours, we ſhall eſcape having our own 
rigorouſly examined ; which, as we well know, 
is what our very beſt actions will not bear: 
whereas by a contrary behaviour we ſhall pro- 
voke Almighty God to ſhew Us no more Gor 
than We have ſhewn to others ; out of our own 
mouths will he judge us, and by our own hard 


ſentences ſhall we ſtand condemned, Judge not 
therefore hardly and uncharitably, and ye ſhall. 


not be judged ; condemn not raſhly, and ye ſhall noi 
be condemned; forgive, and ye ſhall be forgiven. 
B 2 And 
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And ſurely moſt unworthy ſhall he be thought 
of God's forgiveneſs, who ſcruples to. comply 
with this ſo reaſonable a condition; who pre- 
ſumes to hope for pardon for his own faults, and 
yet indulges in himſelf an e unrelent- 
ing temper. * He that revengeth,” faith the ſon 
of Sirach, * ſhall find vengeance of the Lord, 
«and he will certainly retain his fins. Forgive 
te thy neighbour that hath hurt thee; ſo ſhall thy 
e ſins alſo be forgiven when thou prayeſt. One 
© man beareth hatred againſt another; and Doth 
he ſeek pardon of the Lord? He ſheweth no 
*« mercy to a man like himſelf; and Doth he aſk 
c forgiveneſs of his own fins?” Of ſuch a man 
we may ſafely ſay, that he cannot be Chriſts dif- 
ciple : his religion is of another fpirit: he allows 
us not to expect, no nor to aſk. forgiveneſs, up- 
on any other terms than forgiving them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. Neither does he permit us to ſet 
bounds to our forgiveneſs, or to ſay Thus far I 
will pardon and no farther, once more I will re- 
ceive to favor and then bid adieu to mercy ; he 
faith not unto us until ſeven times, but until ſeventy 
times ſeven. Do we think this too. much ? or for- 
get that we have been thus dealt with ourſelves ? 
Behold, our common Lord and Maſter vouch- 
ſafes to ſet us the example. And ought not we 
then to have compaſſion on our fellow. ſervants, even 
as he hath pity on us. We have read indeed of a 
wretch, that was baſe enough to inſiſt rigorouſly 
with a fellow ſervant for a trifle, when his Lord 
had but juſt before forgiven him freely ten thou- 
a Eccluſ, XXVIII. 1,2,3,4. b St. Mat. xviii. 23 Ke. 
ſand 
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fand times the ſum. His fate was, that his Lord 
Was wroth, and revoked his intended kindneſs. 


This, if we take not heed, will be our fate alſo. 
For thus are we taught by the beſt authority, in 
application of this caſe, So Hemi] ſhall my Hea- 
venly Father do alſo unto you, if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother their treſpaſſes. 
The time will come when it will be in vain to 
wiſh our hearts had been ſofter, and our conduct 
more humane. 5 5 


Let us therefore, Brethren, put away from us 
all malice; forbearing one another, and forgiving 


one another, if any man have a quarrel againſt any, 


even as God, for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven us. 


He that would be reconciled to God, muſt firſt 


be reconciled to his brother; and if we deſire to 


make our forgiveneſs of others effectual to obtain 


- pardon for our own faults, we muſt take care to 


make it univerſal. No unworthineſs, no treat- 
ment ever ſo injurious, will excuſe our making 
exceptions : no, we muſt not harbour an ill de- 


ſign againſt the moſt rancorous or implacable of 


our enemies, but live in charity. with all man- 
1 8 | 

Not that we are to think ourſelves obliged to 
have the ſame affection or eſteem for all alike : 


ſuch refinement would be ridiculous and abſurd. 


It were inconſiſtent with the practice of other 
duties ; with that eſpecial regard which is due to 
the houſhold of faith, to our native country, to 
-our own families, and to our particular friends 


and benefactors; nay oftentimes with ſelf-preſer- 


vation: it is indeed in the nature of things im- 
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1 
poſſible. There is no doubt but that God bears 
a very different kind of regard to the good from 


vrhat he is pleaſed to retain for the wicked: and 
We may very lawfully make a-difference in the 
degree of our love, where nature, merit, or gra- 


titude, require it. It is not expected that we 
ſhould entertain the ſame good opinion of them 
from whom we have met with wrongs and baſe 
uſage, as of them from whom we have expe- 
rienced friendſhip and honorable dealing. We 
are no where commanded to truſt him that has 


| betrayed us, or believe him that has deceived 


us : it can be no man's duty to put a ſword into 
the robber's hand, or take a ſerpent into his bo- 
ſom. But we are heartily to forgive all that have 


any way been injurious to us, and to pray that 


God would forgive them ; and ( which will be 
the beſt proof of our ſincerity in the other) we 
are likewiſe to take all opportunities of doing 


them good, all, I mean, that are not inconſiſ- 
tent with other duties, or our own reaſonable ſe- 
_ curity. | W- 


Above all, we muſt never think of avenging 
ourſelves upon them. Vengeance is mine, ſays 
Almighty God, I will repay. It is in much bet- 
ter hands than ours. He will hereafter amply 
recompenſe tribulation to them that trouble us, and 


in the mean time has not denied us a preſent re- 


medy ; allowing one which we may lawfully 
have recourſe to, in the public adminiſtration of 
juſtice. For private perſons to take _ them 
to avenge themſelves, is directly ſubverſive of the 
peace and happineſs of ſociety, and moſt contra- 

125 ry 


E 
ry to the end of all government among men. So 
far are we Chriſtians from qt intriſied with 


any ſuch deſtructive privilege, that it would be 
hard to ſay what is more ſtrictly, frequently, or 
ſolemnly forbidden us. We are not 7o return e- 


vil for evil, but to overcome evil with good. We 
are to turn the other cheek alſo, patiently to ſub- - 


mit to wrongs and bear with provocations ; that 
is, doubtleſs, ſo far as is agreeable to the end 
hereby to be anſwered, the preſervation of the 
peace of ſociety, which by an unlimited ſuffer- 


ing of wrongs, reaſon and common ſenſe will 


teach us, would ſoon be deſtroyed. But fo far 
as 1s not inconſiſtent with this end, or contradic- 
tory to the principles of reaſon, it is our duty to 
bear with the failings, infirmities, follies, and of- 
fenſes of our brethren, and to ſhew all meekneſs to 
all men. 

Nor let us imagine that ſuch gentle and meek 
demeanour would be any real leſſening or diſ- 


grace to us. Revenge is the paſſion of a little 


mind, and, as hath been obſerved of cruelty al- 
fo, very apt to lurk in the coward's breaſt. The 
ſoul of the truly brave and generous is above en- 
tertaining little piques and low reſentments, ready 
to pardon wrongs, and diſpoſed to overlook af- 
fronts as unworthy of it's care or notice. This 
is not, I own, the language of modern honor ; 
that idol which men themſelves have made, and 
now they fall down and worſhip it. That teaches 
another doctrine, whoſe principles are thoſe of 
jealouſy and revenge, and pride, which, alas! 
vas not made for man, Let us apply to this caſe 
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poſſible. There is no doubt but that God bears 
a very different kind of regard to the good from 


what he is pleaſed to retain for the wicked: and 
We may very lawfully make a difference in the 
degree of our love, where nature, merit, or gra- 


titude, require it. It is not expected that we 
ſhould entertain the fame good opinion of them 
from whom we have met with wrongs and baſe 
uſage, as of them from whom we have expe- 
rienced friendſhip and honorable dealing. We 


are no where commanded to truſt him that has 


betrayed us, or believe him that has deceived 
us: it can be no man's duty to put a ſword into 


the robber's hand, or take a ſerpent into his bo- 


ſom. But we are heartily to forgive all that have 


any way been injurious to us, and to pray that 


God would forgive them; and (which will be 
the beſt proof of our ſincerity in the other) we 


are likewiſe to take all opportunities of doing 


them good, all, I mean, that are not inconſiſ- 


tent with other duties, or our own reaſonable ſe- 


curity. | . 
Above all, we muſt never think of avenging 
ourſelves upon them. Vengeance is mine, ſays 


Almighty God, I will repay. It is in much bet- 


ter hands than ours. He will hereafter amply 


recompenſe tribulation to them that trouble us, and 
in the mean time has not denied us a preſent re- 
medy ; allowing one which we may lawfully 
have recourſe to, in the public adminiſtration of 


| juſtice: For private perſons to take _ them 
to avenge themſelves, is directly ſubverſive of the 


peace and happineſs of ſociety, and moſt contra- 
Ra ry 
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ry to the end of all government among men. So 
far are we Chriſtians from ar intruſted with 
any ſuch deſtructive privilege, that it would be 
hard to ſay what is more ſtrictly, frequently, or 
| ſolemnly forbidden us. We are not 70 return e- 
vil for evil, but to overcome evil with good. We 


are to turn the other cheek alſo, patiently to ſub- 


mit to wrongs and bear with provocations ; that 


is, doubtleſs, ſo far as is agreeable to the end 


hereby to be anſwered, the preſervation of the 
peace of ſociety, which by an unlimited ſuffer- 
ing of wrongs, reaſon and common ſenſe will 

teach us, would ſoon be deſtroyed. But fo far 


as is not inconſiſtent with this end, or contradic- 


tory to the principles of reaſon, 1t is our duty to 
bear with the failings, infirmities, follies, and of- 
fenſes of our brethren, and to /hew X all meekneſs to 
an.” + 


Nor let us imagine that ſuch gentle and meek 


demeanour would be any real leſſening or diſ- 


grace to us. Revenge is the paſſion of a little 
mind, and, as hath been obſerved of cruelty al- 
fo, very apt to lurk in the coward's breaſt. The 
ſoul of the truly brave and generous is above en- 
tertaining little piques and low reſentments, ready 
to pardon wrongs, and diſpoſed to overlook af- 


fronts as unworthy of it's care or notice. This 


is not, I own, the language of modern honor; 
that idol which men themſelves have made, and 
now they fall down and worſhip it. 'That teaches 
another doctrine, whoſe principles are thoſe of 
jealouſy and revenge, and pride, which, alas ! 
was not made for man, Let us apply to this caſe 
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the great example before us. Should Almighty 


God deal with us in this reſpect as we are too apt 
do deal with one another — The very ſuppoſition 


of ſuch a thing might make one tremble. On 
the contrary, How patiently does he bear with 
all our frowardneſs and perverſeneſs, our obſti- 
nacy and repeated provocations! Nay when men 
are ſo daringly wicked as to profane his ſacred 
Name, blaſpheme his glorious attributes, treat- 
ing Him and all his gracious offers with inſolence 


and ſcorn, and when one might not unreaſona- 
bly expect him to daſh them to pieces in a mo- 
ment; yet is he ſtill ſow 79 anger, mercifully 


waits their coming to a better mind, and endea- 


vours to win them to him by kindneſs, gentle- 
neſs, and long-ſuffering. Where then would be 


the loſs of honor, if we purſued a conduct which 


wie might boaſt in ſome meaſure reſembled His? 


That cannot ſurely be diſhonorable, which is the 
practice of God himſelf. Can that be baſe, which 


the Lord of heaven and earth .condeſcends to? 


Shall the high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity 


vouchſafe to ſet a pattern of gentleneſs and pa- 


tience, and man that is a worm diſdain to follow 

it? diſdain to follow the ſteps of Him that made 

him ? . 
Another branch of this extenſive duty of be- 


ing merciful is liberality. In this particular like- 


wiſe the example of our Heavenly Father will be 
a moſt inſtructive guide, will be 4 lantern unto 
our feet and a light unto our paths. He giveth to 


all men liberally : He withdraweth not his bonn- 


ty upon every provocation, but continueth to 
N heap 


(17 ] 
1 2 the riches of his goodneſs upon thoſe who are 
leaſt worthy of it; relieving us becauſe we want, 
not becauſe we deſerve, his pity ; making his ſun 
to riſe upon the evil and upon the good, and ſending 
rain upon the juſt and upon the unjuſt, That we 
may, as well as we are able, imitate this his 
great mercy, let us not ſuffer reſentment or 
groundleſs partiality to intrude themſelves upon 


us, when proper objects come in the way of our 


kindneſs or our alms: let us think the power of 
doing good offices a ſufficient call, and the need 
of them a ſufficient claim. No private diſagree- 
ments, no difference of opinion in civil or reli- 
gious matters, can be a reaſonable bar to charity. 

Never perhaps were prejudices from a diffe- 
rence of opinion carried to a greater height than 
between the Jews and the Samaritans: they held 
themſelves looſed from the common obligations 
of civility, if not of humanity, towards each 
other. The Samaritans, we read, would not 
entertain, our Saviour, * becauſe his face was ſet as 
though he would go to worſhip at Jeruſalem. As 
the woman told him, when he only aſked a lit- 


tle water to drink, he Jeus had no dealings with 


the Samaritans. Yet has our Lord left us a noble 


exception to this narrowneſs of mind, in the 


* ſtory of the good Samaritan who had compaſ- 
ſion on a poor robbed and wounded Jew. The 
Applicatibn he makes of it concerns every one of 
us as much as him to whom he ſpake it: go, 
ſaith he, and do thou ikewiſe, 7 
The merciful God not only giveth to all men 

liberally, as I before took notice, but alſo upbrai- 


a St. Luke ix. 53. b St. John iv. 9. c St. Luke x. 3o &c. 
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[ 18 ] 
deth not. In imitation of this divine excellence, 
be it our watchful care to avoid that moſt unge- 
nerous inhumanity of inſulting the afflicted, that 
moſt odious meanneſs of upbraiding thoſe we 
have been kind to, left if inſolence or reproaches 
mingle themſelves with our acts of kindneſs, even 


our tender mercies become cruel. There is a cer- 


tain delicacy often attendant upon diſtreſs; ſo 


that many a favor is done in ſo unkind a man- 


ner, as inſtead of ope pony En the heart of the recei- 
ver with gratitude and for his benefactor, 


ſerves only to mortify him, and render him the 


more unhappy. 

The example of God, the acts of whoſe good- 
neſs are directed by unerring wiſdom, is likewiſe 
a rule to us for doing the good we do in the 
moſt prudent and uſeful manner we can. No 
ſmall degree of caution is requiſite in this matter, 
and more particularly as to almſgiving; leſt what 


is beſtowed l liberally be beſtowed unprofitably ; 


the caſe of a great part of what is given to thoſe 
whoſe circumſtances we are unacquainted with, 


much being given to the profligate and idle, to 
the detriment 1 wrong of thoſe who have a 


prior title to our bounty. An affair this, in 
which every man's diſcretion muſt be his guide, 


min which no certain rules can be laid down; an 


evil, againſt which the united wiſdom of the le- 
giſlature, and the zealous endeavours of many 


worthy Magiſtrates, have not as yet been able to 


provide an effectual remedy. 

Our li liberality muſt alſo reſemble that of our 
Father which is in heaven as to the principle it 
proceeds from : if it come not of a — ar 
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real love, it is of no value. Though I beſtow all 


my goods to feed the poor, and have not charity, it 4 


profiteth me nothing. 


The object of our charity muſt be all man- 


kind, the deſerving and undeſerving. We muſt 
love them for their Heavenly Father's ſake, and 
reſpect our Maker's image, upon whatſoever 
materials it may be impreſſed. Neither is it 
enough to forgive injuries, and abſtain from hurt- 
ing: we muſt reconcile our affections to all man- 
kind, ſincerely with them well, and pray for 
Our bleed Lord, who taught the world a 


mote ſublime and refined morality than it ever 


before had heard of, commands us to ſerve the 
diſobliging, and do good for evil ; to do to men, 
not as they do to us, but as we would that they 
ſhould do to us; to do good to them that hate us, to 
bleſs them that curſe us, and pray for them that de- 
ſpitefully uſe us, Nor is this all; he injoins us 
even to Love our enemies. An hard ſaying ! but 
ſuch that the more we conſider it, the more we 
perceive the reaſonableneſs of it. For what is 
that objection, which the conſideration of our 
merciful, offended God's example ſhall not fi- 
lence? All our worthleſneſs could not provoke 


him to abandon us, or withdraw his loving-kind- 
neſs from us. He ſent no leſs a Perſon to our 


reſcue than his only-begotten Son: who was 


content to empty himſelf of his eternal glories, to 


ſuffer death and ſhame for us, unworthy as we 


are of the leaſt of his mercies. After this, what 
provocation from any of our brethren ſhall be 
thought ſufficient to exclude them from our af- 


C2 | fection 
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— 11 fection? Are they enemies? ſo were we. Are 
Wl | they ungrateful ? ſo were we. Are they unwor- 
thy of all favor? we were ſo in a much greater 
degree. In a word, to love them who deſerve 
it not at our hands, is the neareſt imitation of 
the goodneſs of God, which we can poſſibly ar- 

A V . 41 5 


II. I have now conſidered the example of the 
divine goodneſs, as affording both inſtruction 
and incitement to us, in the diſcharge of ſeveral 
important parts of the great duty of benevolence 
or chriſtian charity. Hitherto I have ſpoken to 
our bleſſed Saviour's precept, 10 be merciful as 
our Father alſo 1s merciful, as a moſt uſeful guide 
to us in our general conduct: let us now pro- 
ceed to inquire what may be learnt or concluded 
from it, with reſpect to the particular occaſion 
upon which we are now aſſembleed. 
And, firſt, let us remember, that, as Al- 
mighty God is a God of juſtice as well as mercy, 
they who would follow his example, and be 
merciful as he is merciful, muſt be careful ſo to IH 
copy after the pattern of his mercy, as may be 
at the ſame time conſiſtent with an imitation of 
1 his juſtice; an attribute no leſs eſſential to him 
1 than his goodneſs. 
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The duty then of being merciful after his ex- 
ample does by no means extend to the reſtrain- 
ing of public judicatures. The ſeverities decreed + 
buy them are ſo far from being breaches of chriſ- 
a tian mildneſs and benevolence, that they are the 
1 higheſt acts of charity and mercy; having for 
we their end, not the ſuffering of the offender, 0 
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the good of others; ſtriking terror into the wick- 
ed, giving redreſs to the injured, protection to 
the innocent, relief to the oppreſſed, refuge to 
the perſecuted, warning and ſafety to all. They 
are indeed in ſome ſort an image of the dread 
tribunal of God himſelf; who, we know, is a 
moſt juſt Judge, and yet without the leaſt dero- 
gation from his mer x.. 
And as verdicts and ſentences are given with- 
out any breach of chriſtian love and gentleneſs, 
ſo likewiſe are proſecutors, ſolicitors, and all 
that are any way concerned in bringing noto- 
rious offenders to juſtice, moſt uſefully, honeſt- 
ly, and charitably employed. It is weakneſs, not 
mercy, which thinks otherwiſe. The honor of 
Almighty God, and the peace and welfare of ſo- 
ciety, require that violent outrages and wrongs, 
and wilful tranſgreſſions of the laws, ſhould not 


be ſuffered to go unpuniſhed, nor the ſword of 
the Magiſtrate be borne in vain. - 
As neceſſary is it that our property ſhould be 


ſecured to us, and a remedy granted againſt ſuch 


as would injuriouſly withhold or invade it. Our | 


Saviour indeed commands us not to reſiſt the 


evil: by this he means not to deprive us of 
legal, but of private ſatisfaction. But though we 


are not forbidden to ſeek a reaſonable remedy, 


moſt certainly we are the being of a litigious 


temper, the maintaining of frivolous, vexatious, 


and oppreſſive ſuits. Of ſuch St. Paul ſpeaks, 


when he * condemns going to law. It was by 
no means his intention to cenſure in general the 
appeals made to higher powers in their judicial 


a St, Mat. v. 39. b 1 Cor. vi. 
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capacity: we find him more than once — 
before temporal judicatures. Nay we 
inſtance of our bleſſed Lord himfelf referring 4 
complainant to the courts of j _— * <obo, ſays 
he, made me a judge or a divider over jou? mean- 
ing, that he was himſelf as a private perſon, and 
it did not belong to ſuch, but to the raue ma- 
giſirnts, to do him juſtice. 1 
But though there remain no doubt but that we 
may lawfully apply to the magiſtrate for redreſs 
of our wrongs, yet let us beware of applying to 
him through any other motive than a love of 
juſtice, or a neceſſary regard to our rights and 
future ſecurity. Judicial proceedings are the beſt 
way we have of reſtraining the wickedneſs of 
mankind, and keeping communities in peace ; 
and all abuſes of an inſtitution ſo uſeful, are up- 
on that account the more heinous. Neither laws 
themſelves, nor the execution of them, ſince 
they are made and executed by men, can ever 
be ſo perfect, but that much wrong and wicked- 
neſs may be legally committed, much unchari- 
table and unchriſtian dealing ſhelter itſelf under 
a pretended Zeal for juſtice; while forms of law 
become a convenient covert, from whence. the 
wicked may take the more ſecure aim, and 
wound an adverſary the more deeply. Injuſtice, 
fraud, and hard uſage of our brethren, are in 
any circumſtances bad enough, and in themſelves 
of a dye ſufficiently black: Fr the guilt of them 
is doubly aggravated, when the adminiſtration of 
juſtice is made ſubſervient to them, when the 
wound comes as it were from the hand of a 
when the things that Should have been for 


a St. Luke xii. 14. — 
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our wealth become the occgſon of our falling into 


the ſnare prepared for us. Let therefore no re- 


ſentments, or indirect views, tempt us to ſo 
great a crime, as endeavouring to make the laws 


the inſtrument of that revenge which they re- 
ſtrain us from taking ourſelves, or of deſtroying 
thoſe rights which they were made to preſerve. 


If we think we have received a damage we ought 
not to ſubmit to, and are diſpoſed to ſue for the 
legal remedy, let us not be too haſty, nor ſuffer 
the tumult of paſſion to drown the {till voice of 
reaſon. Let us never forget upon theſe occaſions 


the duty of being merciful, or loſe fight of the 
tience and long-ſuffering of our Heavenly Fa- 


ther. Fit be poſſible, as much as lieihb in us, in 
this as well as every other reſpect, let us live 
peaceably with all men. 

Law is the laſt reſort of the true Chriſtian, 
the humane, meek, and peaceable man. He 


will bear much and long, abate ſomething of his 


right, put up with ſmall matters, and be con- 
tent to ſuffer ſome lighter injuries, rather than 


occaſion trouble, expenſe, and ill blood. He 


will be ſure to try firſt all gentler means, before 


he proceed to this, his laſt remedy ; and if ob- 


-liged to it at length by the obſtinacy of his ad- 
verſary, will ſtill preſerve his charity and his 
temper, will uſe none but fair and juſt methods, 
far from endeavouring to conceal or diſguiſe the 
truth, or pervert the equal courſe of juſtice. 

A like diſpoſition does alſo well become thoſe, 
who are employed on the behalf of others. 
Whatever artifice or evaſion may be pardonable 
in him who ſtands in the place of a criminal, in 
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EF 
capital or highly penal cafes, on account of the 
ſelf-preſervation he is ſuppoſed to labour for; in 
civil cauſes no ſuch' tricks or ſhifts are allowable ; 
and he that, acting for another, does what was 
not lawful for that other perſon to have done, 
does it at his own peril ; the guilt will lye upon 
himſelf, and he draws down the vengeance of 
God upon his own head. The conſcientious ad- 
vocate and ſolicitor will never think themſelves 
at liberty to lay aſide he fear of the Lord, and the 
bowels of compaſſion, pug becauſe a wicked man 
deſires it, or hope to juſtify themſelves by their 
fees for acting againſt truth and juſtice. The 
know that the Almighty heareth the cry of the 
injured and oppreſſed, and putteth their tears into 
bis bottle, and that the ſufferings of the poor are 
noted in his Book. They know that they muſt 
one day appear at another bar; a bar, where it 
would little avail them, nay much aggravate their 
- guilt, to plead in excuſe for having perverted juſ- 
Tice that they had talen Reward againſt the inno- 
. 2.4 Es | - 
Tyhe duty of being merciful may ſeem in ge- 
neral not much to concern them who attend 
here to ſerve their country upon juries, they be- 
ing obliged to go not by opinion but by evidence: 
I ſhall only ſay that there are occaſions whereon 
it ought not however to be forgotten by them. 
It may teach them to be cautious of laying too 
heavy burdens upon the ſhoulders of their bre- 
thren, to be extremely tender in doubtful caſes, 
and particularly attentive to every thing which 
makes for the favorable fide. Our laws them- 
{elves are ſo merciful, and it is no ſmall com- 
ö menda- 
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mentation of them, that where the innocence of 

the aeeuſed, or the wicked devices of his ene- 

mies, are apparent at firſt ſight, he ſhall not 

even be put to his anſwer, or undergo. the diſ- 
of a public trial. 

1 need not, I believe, take notice, that the re- 
metnbring mercy, which I juſt now recommen- 
ded as becoming jurors, does by no means im- 
ply that they are to ſhew favor or partiality to 
any one: nothing can be more contrary to their 
duty. When the oath has once paſſed our lips, 
all obligations of blood, gratitude, and friend- 
ſhip. are ſuſpended: we have then no con- 
nexions, but with truth and juſtice, and general 
humanity. _ 

As little room is there for favor or affection 
when we are called upon to give our evidence up- 


on oath, Let us never forget, on that ſolemn 
occaſion, whom we call upon to witneſs the 


truth of what we ſay ; that we ſpeak to God as 


well as man; to Him whom no falſhood can 
deceive, no diſguiſe impoſe upon, upon whom 


no equiyocation can paſs, and to whom the 


truth we would conceal, or dil: Zuiſe, or reveal 
only in part, is already naked js open, Perjury 
is a crime in it's own nature the moſt preſump- 


tuous that can be imagined, and at the fame time 


in it's conſequences the moſt ruinous and deſtruc- 


tive ; robbing ſociety of it's ſureſt dependence, as 


it annuls the beſt ſecurity we have for all that is 


valuable, and cancels the firmeſt bond we can 


take of man for his being faithful or ſincere. Pre- 


ſerving a due regard for the ſacred religion of an 


oath is the common concern of all mankind ; 
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and therefore very much to be lamented are thoſe 
many concurrent cauſes (which need not at pre- 
"ſent be enumerated) that have ſo unhappily con- 
tributed to leſſen the reverence of this ſolemn 
| obligation, and conſequently to weaken the ſe- | 
curity derived from it. 5 

I was led into theſe relledhions by the mention ; 
of this ſacred bond's being taken of ſuch as ſerve 
upon our juries, to aſſure their country of their 
impartial juſtice, when ſo great a charge as the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow ſubjects is com- 
mitted to them. May they always be ſenſible 
what force the oath of God ſhould have upon them. 
May ſuch as ſhall at any time be called to ap- 

in that uſeful capacity, be ever mindful of 
the weight of their duty, and thereby preſerve 
it's reputation to ſo wife and admirable an inſti- 
tution; an inſtitution; to which this free nation 
18 indebted for unſpeakable” advantages, — the 
bulwark of-our liberties, th! glory of our envied 
conſtitution. LOA leieht zo, 

In a more eſpecial manner does hs duty I 
Kite been'confidering: reſpe&t- thoſe who Preſide 
in our courts of juſtice, and have the honor to 
be the immediate repreſentatives of the ſacred 
perſon and authority of the King. They ſit in 
the ſeat of mercy as well as judgment. It is their 
happineſs that the' nature of their high office re- 
' quires them to incline to the merciful fide, to 
be the advocates of the poor, the priſoner, and 
the ignorant; to be eyes to the nw; and feet to 
the lame, and fathers to the Poor. 

I ſhall take notice of but one more articular 
of the duty of being merciful, and that relates to 


a Job xrix. 15. 16. | thoſe 
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thoſe unhappy men whoſe liberty the laws a- 
bridge, confining them in gaols and priſons. 
Theſe ſurely, if any, are proper objects of hu- 
manity and compaſſion. Neceſſary relief, chriſ- 
tian treatment, and a proper care of their health, 
are what the ſuſpected, nay the convicts, of the 
greateſt crimes, have a right to from us. Ho] 
much more then may they lay claim to our pity 
and concern, who are reduced to ſo melancholy 1: 
a ſituation merely through their misfortunes, or, 
at worſt, their imprudence | Accordingly viſi- | 
ting, relieving, and diſcharging of priſoners, ” 
have always been reckoned amongſt the nobleſt j 
and moſt heroic acts of charity. In this, as in 4 
every other part of benevolence, we copy after | 
the gracious pattern of our Heavenly Father ; 
of Him, who 7s the helper of the friendleſs, who 
Heareth the mourning of ſuch as are in captivity, 
and letteth the ſorrowful fighing of the priſoners 
7 come before him. The Lord looſeth men out of pri- 
| ' ſon: the Lord helpeth the poor, and deſpiſeth not 
[i his priſoners. This his goodneſs be it our care to 
imitate. So ſhall we be the children of our Father 
which is in beaven. So ſhall we eſcape that dread- 
ful accuſation of our great Judge, I was in pri- 
ſon, and ye vi/ited me not : for, as he will one da 
tell us, znaſmuch as we do it not to the leaſt of theſe 
His brethren, we do it not to bim. 


May the glorious example of our infinitely 
good and gracious God, have it's proper weight 
and influence upon us, in this and every part of 
our duty. May we learn to cultivate an humane : 

a St. Mat: xxv. 43. | 
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and friendly diſpoſition to all about us; to be 
Ty nine and charitable to all that ſtand in 
need of our aſſiſtance. May aue learn to abound 
' more and more in love and in good works ; and ha- 
ving firſt diſcharged the duties of our more par- 
ticular relations (loving and ſerving in an eſpecial 
manner our friends, our families, our country, 
and our religion) advance a ſtep farther, a ſtep 
beyond the publican and the heathen, — deſpiſe 
all narrownefs of ſoul, add to cur brotherly-kind- 
neſs charity, and extend our affection to all man- 
kind. May we learn to forbear and forgive; a- 
voiding malice and ſtrife, and endeavouring to 
live peaceably with all our brethren. Let us al- 
ſo beg of Almighty God, that he would give us 
his grace, without which we can do nothing, to 
ſanctify and make effectual our endeavours. And 
foraſmuch as a ſtate of perfe& peace and concord. 
is not in this life to be looked for, and laws will 
always be neceſſary to curb the wicked, and keep 
the world in order; let us therefore beg his bleſs. 
ſing upon the execution of them: be- 
= him, that he would « bleſs and keep the 


ET magiſtrates, giving them grace to execute juſ- 


4 ms to ſhew mercy, « and to n truth. * 


And now to Him, the God of merey, truth, : 

* juſtice; the glorious Fountain, Pattern, and 
Lo 1 7 of all that is right and good; be ren- 
 dred his moſt juſt tribute of praiſe and thankſgi- 
ving, and all dominion and honor be dn 
for ever and ever. 4 e e 
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